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Thursday, August 20th
Noon Dismissal
STAR TESTING
6:00pm Back to School Night

Wednesday, September 2nd
PICTURE DAY

Friday, September 4th
Noon Dismissal
EVACUATION DRILL
NO SEP

ST. JOHN COMMUNITY PRAYER CORNER:

If you have anyone you’d like to add to our prayer corner

just email info@sjcsedu.org.

VIRTUE OF THE WEEK:

The Theological Virtue of Charity

Definition of Charity:

Enables one to love as God Himself loves, to love God above all things, and one’s neighbor as oneself
Prayer for Charity:

O My God, I love You above all things with my whole heart and soul because You are all good and worthy

of all my love. I love my neighbor as myself for the love of You. I forgive all who have injured me and ask
pardon of all whom I have injured. Amen.




BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT THURSDAY AUGUST 20TH:
We are looking forward to welcoming all families to Back to School Night on tomorrow, August 20th beginning
at 6pm in the gym.

This event is for PARENTS ONLY, but we will have childcare available in room 9 beginning at 5:45pm for a
fee of $10/child. Please plan to pay in CASH. Ms. Sam will be supervising students. Please Sign up for
Childcare by noon on Thursday, August 20th.

Teachers will send home Back to School Night information packets for you to review before Thursday. This
way you can ask any questions about policies/procedures when you meet with your child's teacher.

Agenda for Back to School Night:
6:00pm-6:45pm- Introduction of staff and general reminders/announcements for all families
6:45-7:30- Informal Classroom Visits

There will be no formal presentations in any classes (with the exception of 1st grade- if you have a 1st grader,
please go there first).

Please stop by your child’s classroom, meet the teacher and check out their work!

Friendly reminder, this is not an opportunity to ask specific questions about your child’s academic progress or
behavior. We will have parent teacher conferences in October or you can contact your teacher at any time to set
up a meeting.

HOT LUNCH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
Hot lunch alternates needed. If you are interested in filling in when needed for passing out hot lunches to the
students, please contact Ms. Aimee or Ms. Russo in the office or email asire@csdo.org or krusso(@csdo.org.

72 HOUR STUDENT EMERGENCY KITS DUE BY 9/4/26:
To ensure that our students will be prepared for an emergency, we are requesting that you send the following

emergency supplies to school for each child. Please fit everything into a one- gallon size ziploc bag, Medications
should be included as well. Please consider expiration dates for perishable items. (nothing before June 2027).

(2) 16 fl. oz. bottled water

(6) individually packed snacks or (1) 2400 Datrix calorie food ration bar
(ie: high protein energy bars, granola bar, fruit snacks, trail mix.)

1 pair underwear

If your child has any particular medical needs, you should consider including a 48-72 hour supply of medica-

ton.

On the front of the bag, write your child’s name, the date the contents were assembled, and any emergency
telephone numbers or plans that you have for your family. You may also write a letter of reassurance to your
child (highly recommended).

The bags will be sent home at the end of the school year and should be replenished with fresh supplies and
returned at the beginning of the next school year. Although the hope is that we will never use these kits, your
child’s safety and comfort are our first concern. Your help and cooperation on this is greatly appreciated.



https://forms.gle/k73ganY6JTcB9nvy7
https://forms.gle/k73ganY6JTcB9nvy7

“The Shamrock Swap™
H———e

WELCOME TO THE SHAMROCK SWAP:

Welcome to The Shamrock Swap. If you have a business to promote, items to sell, if you’re in need of some-
thing just let us know and we can post it here in The Shamrock Swap section of our newsletter. Just email Mr.
Enos with whatever it is you want or need and we’ll post it here! denos@csdo.org

ANOTHER SET OF FREE TICKETS TO A GIANTS GAME ON 8/27:

The S.F. Giants donated another set of tickets to our school. I have about 40 tickets to the game against the
Diamondback on Thursday 8/27 at 6:45pm. Email me and let me know how many tickets you want. I'll send
them out in the order I receive the requests. GO GIANTS! denos@csdo.org




Reminders

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:

For real-time awesome stuff we do check out our Instagram page!
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnshamrocks

If you’re old we have Facebook too!

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnslz

We even have a private group of Facebook. If youre not already a member you can click the link below to join
https://www.facebook.com/groups/119972304755849




Catholic Corner

with Mrs. Babcock
e

Welcome back, everyone! This year, I aim to add to the Wednesday Newsletter ““The Catholic Corner”. I will be
including information on Catholic traditions, feast days, novenas of prayer, and anything that I may have
learned and want to pass on.

This was something from Catholic Online — a site that has some great info on traditions, prayers, saints -and
also has search for any questions you might have.

This is such a good read and really explains why we should get to church a few minutes early to settle ourselves

before the greatest miracle begins: The TRUE PRESENCE OF JESUS IN THE EUCHARIST.

THE FIRST 30 SECONDS OF MASS
AND WHY THEY MATTER
Most people miss it.

They are still adjusting their clothes.
Still scanning the pew.
Still checking their phone.

Still finishing a conversation.
And yet...
In the first 30 seconds of Mass, something decisive happens.

Not emotionally.
Not dramatically.

Spiritually.

A THRESHOLD IS CROSSED

The moment the priest makes the Sign of the Cross,

“In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”,

Time shifts.

You are no longer just gathered.

You are assembled in the Name.

And in Scripture, whenever something is done in the Name of God, heaven responds.
The Mass does not “ease in.”

It begins with authority.

With invocation.

With surrender.

In that first sign, you are marked again with the Cross that claimed you at baptism.
You are reminded who you belong to.

And heaven takes note.

YOU ARE PLACED BEFORE GOD

Before a single reading;

Before a single hymn swells.

You are placed consciously before the living God.

The greeting follows:
“The Lord be with you.”

This is not a polite introduction.
It is a declaration.

The Lord is here.

Not symbolically.

Not metaphorically.

But sacramentally present among His people.

And you answer:
“And with your spirit.”

You are not responding to a personality.
You are acknowledging the Spirit given at ordination, the grace that enables the priest to stand in persona
Christi.

All of that...
in less than 30 seconds.

WHAT YOU DECIDE IN THAT MOMENT

Here is the hidden part.
In the first 30 seconds, your heart decides:

Will I be present, or merely attend?
Will T offer, or observe?
Will T listen, or drift?

Grace begins moving immediately.

But cooperation is not automatic.

If you enter distracted, casual, unprepared,
the rest of the Mass will feel distant.

If you enter attentive, surrendered, awake,
everything that follows penetrates deeper.
The beginning sets the interior posture.
And posture shapes encounter.

THIS IS NOT A WARM-UP

The Mass is not a concert that builds momentum.

It is an ascent.

The first step matters.

If you rush the threshold, you dull the mystery.

If you consciously cross it, you enter differently.

That is why the Church begins boldly: With the Cross. With the Name. With invocation.
No small talk. No introduction. No delay.

God is called upon immediately.

And you are summoned into worship.

SO, next Sunday, guard the first 30 seconds.

Arrive before them.

Silence yourself before them.

When the Sign of the Cross begins, mean it.

Because in those first moments, you are not just starting a ritual,
You are stepping into eternity.

And eternity does not wait for late attention.

God bless you.
Source: Catholics Online Class
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AUDITION!

OPEN MUSICIANS, SINGERS,
DANCERS, RAPPERS,

TO ALL | AcTORS, COMEDIANS,
MAGICIANS, ETC.

MS. WHITE’'S CLASSROOM
WHERE ROOM 10

Thursday, August 27, 2026
Friday, August 28, 2026
WHEN Monday, August 31, 2026
All Time Slots: 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Please bring your permission
slip with you!



SJCS Talent Show 2026

Saturday, October 03™
2:00 p.m.

This year, we are excited to announce that Saint John Catholic
School's talent show will be a part of our Parish/School Fall Festival
on Saturday, October 03, 2026. We invite all students who are
interested in sharing their unique talents to participate in our talent
show. Please fill out the attached permission slip to register your
child.

Tryout Dates:
Thursday, August 27, 2026
Friday, August 28, 2026
Monday, August 31, 2026

Tryouts will start at 3:30 p.m., with slots available every 5 minutes until
4:15 p.m.

What to bring to the tryout:

e Your signed permission slip

e Your music with a copy of the lyrics

e Allitems needed on performance day

Contact Ms. White for more information at cwhite@csdo.org with
the subject line, Talent Show.



St John Talent Show Permission Slip

This permission slip confirms that you allow your child to participate in the talent show
on Saturday, October 03, 2026. By signing this permission slip, you not only permit
your child to participate in the talent show, but you and your child are agreeing to the
following rules and conditions stated below.

Rules and Conditions

. All students who plan to participate in the talent show must attend tryouts.

2. Tryouts will be held on Thursday, August 27, 2026, Friday, August 28, 2026,
and Monday, August 31, 2026, after school (beginning at 3:30 p.m.).

3. Students need to bring talent show costumes/attire to tryouts, along with this
permission slip.

4. Students must bring their own music and music lyrics to tryouts (all
songs/performances must be 2 minutes or under).

5. All students participating in the talent show who do not have an adult present
must sign in to SEP. A talent show coordinator will check students out of SEP
for their tryout, and they will return to SEP when they are finished. Students
with an adult present are asked to line up outside room 10 and wait to be called
in by talent show coordinators. When students are done trying out, they may
leave school or, if not picked up, must return to SEP for supervision until picked
up by a parent/guardian. Students whose performance is deemed inappropriate
by talent show coordinators will be advised on audition day to make more
appropriate adjustments to their act or will be asked to withdraw from the
talent show.

Talent Show performances may be no more than 2 minutes long.

7. We encourage all students participating in the talent show to practice outside of

school, on their own time.

I, , hereby grant permission for my child,

, grade , to participate in the SJCS talent show,
scheduled for Saturday, October 03, 2026 at St. John Catholic School at 2:00 p.m. I
understand that my presence at the talent show is essential to support my child and the
school community.

Point of Contact Email:




SIJOHNGYO.WEEBLY COM

REGISTER ONLINE NOW!



http://stjohncyo.weebly.com/

DIOCESE OF OAKLAND

2121 HARRISON STREET, SUITE 100 « OAKLAND, CA 94612-3788
510.628.2154 « FAX:510.451.5331 « www.csdo.org

DEPARTMENT OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As we begin the 2026-2027 school year, [ want to thank you for choosing Catholic education. As
parents, educators, and members of our Catholic school community, we share a sacred responsibility: to
ensure that every child entrusted to our care is known, valued, respected, and protected.

The safety and well-being of our students must always be at the heart of our mission. Diocese of
Oakland Catholic schools are places where children learn, grow in faith, develop their gifts, and build
meaningful relationships with Christ and one another in an environment of dignity, trust, respect, and
appropriate boundaries.

For this reason, our schools are committed to strengthening our existing Safe Environment policies and
practices in accordance with California Senate Bill 848, the Safe Learning Environments Act. Enacted in
2025, SB 848 establishes additional requirements and guidance for all school employees and volunteers
designed to prevent and respond to misconduct and child abuse. In order to volunteer with children,
adults must complete the following:

All volunteers have created a Virtus account at Virtus.org
All volunteers have Live Scan fingerprint clearance in Virtus prior to volunteering with
children

All volunteers have completed the annual safe environment with mandated reporter training in
Virtus prior to volunteering with children
e All volunteers have negative TB test or TB risk assessment questionnaire

Our principals and Safe Environment coordinators are responsible for ensuring all components of the
Diocesan Safe Environment and SB848 requirements are met before volunteers work with students.
Your cooperation, partnership and trust are critical to maintaining a safe and nurturing school site for all
learners.

At your service,

Dr. Andrew T. Currier
Superintendent of Catholic Schools
Interim Executive Director, LCA
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SCHOOL CHOIR ¢

PRACTICE
TUESDAYS 3:05PM-4:00PM

Students in grades 2™ - 8" are
invited to join our School Choir!

The choir will sing at all Wednesday
masses (8:30am) and some Sunday

$ masses (9:30am)



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdRLCizJtpkMY1jJoCaEAo5ijDdvaGaH8k-bx2PeB4fjN-wPg/viewform?usp=sharing
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